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Brethren, last week's homlly concerned how some outside of our tradition view us, and how we as
Christians, are supposed to present ourselves to the world. We all acknowledge that we are to be
Christ-like, thls means patient, benevolent, mercitul, compassionate, and understanding to all those
outside of our tradition. Thoday's scripture readings are a contlnuation of that theme. However,
they also speak of our responsibllitles toward those within our tradition: our fellow Christians.

Our first readlng divides those you are responsible to Into two distinct groups. For our purposes

here we will call them the enlightened and unenlightened. We see thls division throughout the tirst
paragaraph, but most especlally within the first sentence: "Speak of truth with those who seek It

and of gnosis with those who have sinned In thelr error.® There is a clear division Into two types

of people here. The first have already received the divine, revelatory knowledge or gnosis, and need

now to be Instructed In its truth. The second group st1ll sins in their error, In their ignorance,

and needs the divine, revelatory gnosls which the enllightened can reveal. Look at the plight of the
unenlightened: they sin in thelr error, are sick, weary, and asleep. This is why our tradition foc-

uses so much on how we treat those outside of the Christian faith. It should pain each and every one

of you to see a fellow human being so destitute In thelr Spirit. We are driven then to ald & succor them.

However, we often then forget to focus on ourselves and our Christlan brethren. Becoming enlightened
does not mean we have become pertfect. Qur flrst reading says, "focus your attention upon yourselves."
This plurality shows that not only should you watch and guide "you," but also your brethren. This is
further emphasized In our second reading when it states, "Therefore, having put off falsehcod, let

us speak truth, each one with his neighbod, because we are members of one another."

Here there are two fronts we should be critical of. First, each and every one of us should look at
and within ourself & determine what our short-comings and deficlits are, as well as what our passions
& strengths are. Thls analysis should be foremost in your mind as you progress through the world.
Next we should be aware of what the strengths and weaknesses of our brethren. are. now thls Is not to
be insulting or demeaning, but approached from a dispassionate, critical, almost academic standpoint.

It is Important to remember our scripture from last week, "To each of us was given a grace according
to the measure of the gift of Christ." Each of us are unique. Qur strengths and weaknesses differ.
For this reason, If you are strong in an area where your brother or sister Is weak, then shore up
thelr short-coming. But It is wrong to only reallze a person's strengths, Just as It is wrong to only
see thelr weaknesses. Thus you should be honest with yourself and others. |f you have erred, or con-
tinue to err, through Ignorance or weakness, seek the strength of yoru brethren. This should be your
first action before ever critiquing a brother or sister.

Wi+h that said, do not be afraid to be crltical of your brethren. We all need the help of another to
become more than what we currently are. Is It possible to evolve and grow on your own? Of course.

But the level of growth will be miniscule compared to what you could achleve with your brethren. This
Is why the Christian tradition Is an Inltiatic tradition. The Baptism & Chrism, the ordaining of Holy
Orders, even the Rlte ot Marrilage are all Initiations. They take the Psyche and Spirit withln you, &
connect It to the vast egregore of those who have come before you. This opens pathways which you alone
were unable to fully open, allowing the gnosis and pleroma of the Lord to fill and enliven you, as
well as giving you the ablllty to open these pathways In others.

To be truly Christ-l1ke we must have patience, compassion, & understanding for all the men & women

of the world. Shere your gnosls with everyone who needs it, whether It's someone you meet on the road
or if they're sitting In the pew beside you. Even more Importantly, be receptive to the gnosis others
have to offer you, be they stranger or friend, for often times we don't realize we're wandering until
someone else has pointed the way.



